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Richard Daley served as mayor of Chicago for 22 years and is the longest-
serving mayor in the city's history. In 2011 he joined Katten, where he draws
on his vast knowledge, experience and relationships globally to contribute to
the success of the firm's clients.

A distinguished public servant

During Richard's more than two decades as mayor, from 1989 to 2011,
Chicago transformed, becoming a more vibrant city and playing a prominent
role in the global economy. Richard earned a reputation — both in Chicago
and around the world — for enhancing quality of life in Chicago, improving its
public schools, strengthening its economy and helping Chicago become
among the most environmentally friendly cities in the world. After being
elected mayor to complete the term of the late Harold Washington, he was
reelected five times.

Richard began his public service career in 1969 when he was elected to the
lllinois Constitutional Convention. He served an eight-year term in the lllinois
Senate, where he led the fight to remove the sales tax on food and medicine,
sponsored landmark mental health legislation and established rights for
nursing home residents. From 1980-89, he served as the Cook County state's
attorney. He pushed successfully for tougher state narcotics laws, helped
overhaul lllinois' antiquated rape laws and developed programs to combat
drunk driving, domestic violence and child-support delinquencies.

He has received numerous public service awards, including the National
Jefferson Award for Greatest Public Service by an Elected or Appointed
Official from the American Institute for Public Service and the Public Service
Leadership Award from the National Council for Urban Economic
Development.
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In 2011, Richard was appointed distinguished senior fellow at the University of
Chicago Harris School of Public Policy. He also was appointed co-chair of
President Barack Obama's 100,000 Strong Initiative, which aimed to
dramatically increase the number and diversity of American students studying
in China as a means of expanding intercultural understanding and to enhance
people-to-people ties between China and the United States.

Additionally, Richard was named senior advisor to JPMorgan Chase, where
he chaired the "Global Cities Initiative," a joint project of JPMorgan Chase and
the Brookings Institution, to help cities more effectively compete in the global
economy. He also was asked to serve as a Harvard University Institute of
Politics Visiting Fellow.

In May 2023, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative established
The Mayor Richard M. Daley Water Equity Community Award, inspired by
Richard's passion for preserving the region's lakes and rivers.

Recognitions

Recognized or listed in the following:

City Club of Chicago

o Legendary Leaders of Today and Tomorrow, 2023

News

Cities Initiative Establishes Water Equity Award Named for Richard M.
Daley (May 8, 2023)

Katten Welcomed Former Senior Obama Advisor Valerie Jarrett as Guest
Speaker for Black History Month Event (February 10, 2022)

Richard M. Daley Honored With ULI Chicago Lifetime Achievement
Award (October 11, 2017)
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Of Counsel Richard Daley Honored with ACG Lifetime Achievement
Award (October 24, 2013)

Of Counsel Richard Daley Named One of 100 Most Influential Lawyers in
America (April 2, 2013)

Five Katten Partners Included on 2011 Who’s Who in Chicago
Business (September 5, 2011)

Former Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley Joins Katten Muchin Rosenman
LLP (June 1, 2011)

Presentations and Events

Katten Celebrates Black History Month With Former White House Advisor
Valerie Jarrett (February 8, 2022)
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