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The question of certification is critical in a class action case. Over the years, interpretation errors have 
complicated the question of whether a court may examine the merits of class claims when deciding 
whether to certify a class action under state or federal law. This article traces the issue back to a 
widely misinterpreted 1974 U.S. Supreme Court decision and concludes that merits issues should be 
decided at the class certification stage to the extent that those issues relate to the certification 
requirements.
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