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Deepro Mukerjee Quoted in Law360 Regarding Plant Patent 
Infringement Win
June 11, 2019

An Intellectual Property team, including attorneys Deepro Mukerjee, Lance Soderstrom, Joseph 
Janusz and Guylaine Haché, was victorious in a plant patent infringement suit brought against their 
client Avocados Plus, according to an article appearing in Law360. In September 2018, Agroindustria 
Ocoeña SA (AIOSA) sued Avocados Plus—which does business as Fresh Directions International—
for infringement, alleging it sold and imported avocado fruits that infringed the plant patent without a 
license or other permission.

The Katten team aggressively pursued counterclaims seeking a declaratory judgment that it didn't 
infringe, given that AIOSA owner Carlos Castillo Pimentel expressly authorized use of the patent to 
his brother, Manuel Castillo Pimentel, the defendant. Katten's team also filed counterclaims for 
invalidity. With fact discovery coming to a close, Katten's attorneys were able to persuade plaintiffs to 
drop the suit in its entirety and enter into an order, which publically acknowledged Avocado Plus' 
rights to the patent-in-suit.

"We are very pleased with the result and that our client's rights have been recognized," said Deepro.

Read “That Was Guacward: Brother Always Had Right to Avocado IP” in its entirety.

In other media coverage:

“Florida Lawsuit Over Rights to the Tasty 'Carla' Avocado Ends With a Public Apology,” Miami Herald, 
June 13, 2019

“Avocado Company Drops Plant Patent Suit Against Rival,” Life Sciences Intellectual Property 
Review, June 12, 2019

“Conflict Over the Patent for an Avocado Ends With an Apology,” El Dia, June 12, 2019
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https://katten.com/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1167657/that-was-guacward-brother-always-had-right-to-avocado-ip-
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article231518258.html
https://www.lifesciencesipreview.com/news/avocado-company-drops-plant-patent-suit-against-rival-3557
https://eldia.com.do/conflicto-por-la-patente-de-un-aguacate-termina-con-disculpa/
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For more information, contact your Katten attorney or any of the following attorneys.

Deepro R. Mukerjee
+1.212.940.8552
deepro.mukerjee@katten.com

Lance A. Soderstrom
+1.212.940.6330
lance.soderstrom@katten.com

Joseph M. Janusz
+1.704.344.3182
joseph.janusz@katten.com
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