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D Magazine Names Four Katten Partners to 2026 ‘Best 
Lawyers Under 40' List
January 16, 2026

Four Dallas partners, James Bookhout, Ted Huffman, Ryan Meyer, and Rachel Riley, have been 
selected to D Magazine's 2026 “Best Lawyers Under 40” list, which honors outstanding young 
attorneys in North Texas based on peer nominations and editorial review.

James Bookhout, Partner and Chair, Mergers and Acquisitions Litigation

James focuses on complex commercial disputes arising from private equity transactions and M&A 
deals, including indemnification and fraud claims, earnout disputes, working capital and post-closing 
adjustments, and fiduciary duty litigation involving investors and sponsors. He is a first-chair trial 
lawyer with extensive experience representing public and private companies nationwide through all 
phases of litigation.

Ted Huffman, Litigation Partner

Ted represents clients in high-stakes business disputes, often at the intersection of commercial 
litigation, financial services, and securities matters, including consumer finance regulation and 
compliance, corporate and securities fraud, banking issues, M&A litigation, corporate governance, 
anticompetitive conduct, intellectual property, government enforcement actions, and class actions. 
Ted is known for advancing client objectives efficiently, whether it's obtaining dispositive rulings, 
negotiating favorable resolutions or preparing matters for trial.

Ryan Meyer, Litigation Partner

Ryan defends companies and executives in government investigations, civil enforcement actions, and 
criminal proceedings, with a focus on matters involving alleged securities fraud and health care fraud. 
He has significant experience with Medicare and Medicaid fraud, Anti-Kickback and corruption 
allegations, and qui tam actions under the federal and state False Claims Acts. His practice includes 
white-collar defense, securities litigation, and internal investigations within the health care and life 
sciences sectors.
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Rachel Riley, Litigation Partner

Rachel concentrates her practice on federal criminal defense and white-collar matters, regularly 
representing clients before the Department of Justice, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), and other federal and state agencies in cases involving health care fraud, embezzlement, 
securities fraud, public corruption, and other economic crimes. She has prevented indictments, 
secured dismissals, obtained favorable sentences, and achieved multiple acquittals in federal court.
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CONTACTS

For more information, contact your Katten attorney or any of the following attorneys.

James C. Bookhout
+1.214.765.3665
james.bookhout@katten.com

Ted A. Huffman
+1.469.627.7044
ted.huffman@katten.com

Ryan J. Meyer
+1.214.765.3627
ryan.meyer@katten.com

Rachel M. Riley
+1.214.765.3639
rachel.riley@katten.com
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