Katten

FIRM NEWS

Partner Floyd Mandell Quoted in Law 360 Article About Tech
Cases to Watch in 2015

January 2, 2015

The Australian courts have ruled that "app" is a generic term, refusing Apple's attempt to register it as
a trademark. Floyd Mandell, national co-head of Intellectual Property and Trademarks and co-head of
Trademarks and Trademark Litigation, told Law360, "We're not bound by what Australia does, but is
this something that U.S. courts—if someone is willing to take them on—wiill find? A descriptive term
can gain secondary meaning and become incontestable, but a generic term falls into the public
domain—there are many marks in our history that used to be trademarks and now are in the public
domain." Floyd added, "Whether the term is a valid trademark or generic term is of significance to
trademark practitioners and anyone in the business of ‘apps.”™ ("Technology Cases to Watch In 2015,"
January 2, 2015)

CONTACTS

For more information, contact your Katten attorney or any of the following attorneys.

Floyd A. Mandell
+1.312.902.5235
floyd.mandell@katten.com

Attorney advertising. Published as a source of information only. The material contained herein is not to be construed as legal advice or opinion.
©2025 Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP.

All rights reserved. Katten refers to Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP and the affiliated partnership as explained at katten.com/disclaimer.



https://katten.com/
http://www.law360.com/articles/600924/technology-cases-to-watch-in-2015?te_pk=7bce358a-d7c4-48c0-a196-4919a3b40d59&utm_source=user-alerts&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tracked-entity-alert
https://katten.com/Floyd-Mandell
mailto:floyd.mandell@katten.com
https://kattenlaw.com/disclaimer

