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Christopher Cole is a nationally-recognized litigator who offers 
strategic counsel to some of the world’s leading companies on 
protecting their technology and brands from attack by 
competitors, regulators and private consumer class action 
claimants. With a practice that covers a wide range of 
industries and sectors, Chris brings a practical, creative and 
individualized approach in advising clients on how to navigate 
advertising, unfair competition, brand disparagement, 
reputation and intellectual property matters. Whether handling 
judicial and administrative proceedings or defending against 
government investigations and enforcement actions, Chris 
works closely with his clients to maximize strategies for 
preserving their valuable claims and assets. 

Dogged advocacy combined with technical acumen 

Chris has extensive experience in litigating Lanham Act and consumer 
class action cases, defending against claims brought by the Federal Trade 
Commission, and handling disputes before the National Advertising 
Division of the Better Business Bureau. With a keen understanding of the 
legal, regulatory and procedural complexities surrounding advertising and 
brands, Chris is well-positioned to mitigate risks and develop potential 
pathways through litigation and regulatory investigations. 

Chris counsels clients of all types and sizes, including Fortune 500 
companies, in connection with domestic and international issues relating to 
advertising, competition and product regulation. He is well-versed on 
advertising claims substantiation, product testing and consumer research, 
and consumer protection regulatory due diligence in transactions. Chris is 
well-known for helping companies understand their obligations regarding 
advertising of ESG-related claims, including claims about carbon offset, 
waste reduction and recycling, and social issues. He leverages rich 
experience in counseling companies across multiple industries – including 
food and beverage, media and telecommunications, technology, energy, 
home appliances and consumer products – to help clients understand 
industry-specific challenges and achieve their business objectives. 

Practices 

● Advertising and Brand Litigation 

● Antitrust and Competition 

● Intellectual Property 

● Intellectual Property Litigation 

● Litigation 

Industries 

● Energy 

● Entertainment and Media 

● Entertainment and Media Litigation 

● Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences 

● Technology 

Education 

● JD, Boston University School of Law, 
magna cum laude 

● MS, University of Miami 

● BS, Yale University 

Bar Admissions 

● District of Columbia 

Court Admissions 

● US Court of Appeals, District of Columbia 
Circuit 

● US District Court, District of Columbia 

● US Supreme Court 
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When scientific issues arise in false advertising and unfair competition 
disputes, clients benefit from Chris’s deep-seated interest and comfort with 
the scientific side of such cases. His interest in science earlier led to 
academic degrees in biology and marine biology, and that scientific 
curiosity now underlies his approach in dissecting and translating the 
technical aspects of cases. 

Chris has for years been rated at the top of various guides for lawyers, 
including Chambers USA, which recognizes him in the highest ranking 
possible for Advertising: NAD and among the top six lawyers in the country 
for Advertising Litigation. 

Representative Experience 

● Lead counsel for multinational appliance manufacturer in lawsuit 
against competitor for false advertising of garbage disposal 
horsepower. 

● Lead counsel for multinational appliance manufacturer in lawsuit 
against competitor for making misleading comparison of mixing action 
to client's market-leading product performance. 

● Lead counsel for not-for-profit human rights certification provider in 
defense of class action litigation regarding validity of certification mark. 

● Lead counsel for not-for-profit seafood sustainability certification 
provider in defense of class action litigation regarding validity of 
certification mark. 

● Worked with trial team as the lead counsel for a multinational 
telecommunications company on consumer survey and measurement 
issues in a landmark litigation in which the US government 
unsuccessfully attempted to enjoin the company's merger with a cable 
television company.* 

● Co-lead counsel for a multinational brewing company in a false 
advertising case alleging another brewing company violated the 
Lanham Act through an advertising campaign that began during the 
2019 Super Bowl.* 

● Counsel for multinational companies in dozens of matters before the 
National Advertising Division and the National Advertising Review 
Board.* 

● Counsel for major advertisers in conjunction with claims and 
investigations by the Federal Trade Commission in multiple industries 
including food and beverage, telecommunications, technology and 
consumer products.* 

*Experience prior to Katten 

Professional & Community 
Involvement 

● American Bar Association Antitrust 
Section, Consumer Protection 
Committee, Co-Chair, Task Force on 
Diverse Consumers and the Law 

● Yale Alumni Fund, Board of Directors, 
Nominations Committee Vice Chair 

 

 

 
"He is clearly very 
knowledgeable in the field and 
provides good strategic 
insight." "Chris is a fantastic 
advertising lawyer." 

 
Chambers USA 2026 
(USA Nationwide, Advertising: 
Litigation) survey response  
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Recognitions 

Recognized or listed in the following: 

● Best Lawyers in America 

● Advertising Law, 2010–2027 

● Lawyer of the Year 

● Advertising Law, Washington, DC, 2023 

● Chambers USA 

● Advertising: Litigation, 2005–2026 

● Advertising: NAD Proceedings, 2022–2026 

● Super Lawyers 

● Washington, DC, 2010–2020, 2022–2026 

● The Legal 500 United States 

● Leading Partner, 2022–2025 

News 

● Katten Earns Top Rankings in the Legal 500 US 2026 Guide (June 
10, 2026) 

● Katten Climbs in Chambers USA 2026 Rankings (June 4, 2026) 

● Katten Attorney Named to 2026 Washington, DC Super Lawyers List 
(May 27, 2026) 

● Katten Celebrates 101 Attorneys Honored by Best Lawyers® 
(August 21, 2025) 

● Christopher Cole Weighs in on Legal Hurdles Facing Competitor's 
Challenge to Purina's Bird Flu Claims (June 27, 2025) 

● Katten Receives High Marks in the Legal 500 US 2025 Guide (June 
11, 2025) 

● Chambers USA 2025 Ranks Katten as Leading Law Firm (June 5, 
2025) 

● Katten Attorneys Recognized as Best Lawyers® and Best Lawyers: 
Ones to Watch® Award Recipients (August 15, 2024) 

● Katten Highly Ranked in Legal 500 United States 2024 (June 12, 
2024) 

● Katten Receives High Marks in Chambers USA Guide 2024 (June 6, 
2024) 
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● Mondaq's Spring 2024 Thought Leadership Awards Honor Katten 
and Christopher Cole (June 5, 2024) 

● Katten Attorneys Named to 2024 Washington, DC Super Lawyers, 
Rising Stars Lists (April 22, 2024) 

● Katten Attorneys Distinguished by Best Lawyers® (August 17, 2023) 

● Katten Lauded in The Legal 500 United States 2023 (June 9, 2023) 

● Katten Boosts Rankings in Chambers USA Guide 2023 (June 1, 
2023) 

● Katten Attorneys Selected to 2023 Washington, DC Super Lawyers, 
Rising Stars Lists (April 26, 2023) 

● Wall Street Journal Speaks with Chris Cole on Federal Trade 
Commission's Health Products Guidance (January 10, 2023) 

● Katten Intellectual Property Group Grows With Advertising Litigator 
(October 26, 2022) 

Publications 

● The Katten Kattwalk | Issue 31 (Summer 2026) 

● California Responsible Textile Recovery Act (June 17, 2026) 

● Kattison Avenue | Issue 16 (Spring 2026) 

● FTC Proposes New Rules on Rental Housing Fee Practices: What 
Property Owners Need to Know (March 26, 2026) 

● The Katten Kattwalk/Kattison Avenue | Issue 5 (Winter 2026) 

● Kattison Avenue | Issue 15 (Fall 2025) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 34 (October 
2025) 

● Kattison Avenue (Quarterly) 

● Tips For Companies Crafting Tariff Surcharge Disclosures (Spring 
2025) 

● Kattison Avenue | Issue 14 (Spring 2025) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 27 (March 
2025) 

● President Trump Fires Two Democratic FTC Commissioners (March 
20, 2025) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 21 (January 2025) 

● The Katten Kattwalk/Kattison Avenue | Issue 4 (Winter 2025) 

https://katten.com/kattison-avenue
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● ESG Guidepost | Issue 20 (December 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 19 (October 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 18 (September 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 17 (August 2024) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 20 (August 
2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 16 (July 2024) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 19 (July 2024) 

● Supervising FINfluencers' Social Media Spin: Don't Believe 
Everything You View on Your Phone (June 27, 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 15 (June 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 14 (May 2024) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 17 (May 2024) 

● Kattison Avenue | Issue 12 (Spring 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 13 (April 2024) 

● Federal District Court Refuses to Dismiss Putative Class Action 
Challenging Meaning of 'Carbon Neutral' Claim | Pratt's Energy Law 
Report (April 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 12 (March 2024) 

● SEC Finalizes Much-Anticipated Climate Disclosure Rules (March 8, 
2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 11 (February 2024) 

● Kattison Avenue/Katten Kattwalk | Issue 3 (Winter 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 10 (January 2024) 

● District Court Refuses to Dismiss Putative Class Action Challenging 
Meaning of 'Carbon Neutral' Claim (January 16, 2024) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 9 (December 2023) 

● UK Financial Insights from Katten | Issue 6 (December 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 8 (November 29, 2023) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 10 (October 
2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 7 (October 2023) 

● Financial Markets and Funds Quick Take | Issue 19 (October 2023) 

● The Katten Kattwalk | Issue 26 (Fall 2023) 
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● Insights From The NAD Annual Law Conference | Law360 (October 
4, 2023) 

● Greenwashing And 'Greenhushing': Lessons For Fashion Cos. | 
Law360 (September 29, 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 6 (September 2023) 

● California Passes Two Climate Disclosure Laws That Will Require 
Unique, Public Reporting of Carbon Emissions and Climate Risk 
(September 26, 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 5 (August 2023) 

● Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity Quick Clicks | Issue 7 (July 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 4 (July 2023) 

● Federal Trade Commission Updates Endorsement Guides and 
Proposes New Rule on Consumer Reviews (July 5, 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 3 (June 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 2 (May 2023) 

● ESG Guidepost | Issue 1 (April 27, 2023) 

● Kattison Avenue | Issue 10 (April 26, 2023) 

● Spring Greens in Fashion – From Runway to Regulation (April 4, 
2023) 

● Financial Markets and Funds Quick Take | Issue 12 (March 17, 
2023) 

● Financial Markets and Funds Quick Take | Issue 11 (February 21, 
2023) 

● ESG Litigation Heats Up in Marketing, Climate Pollution, and DEI 
(February 16, 2023) 

● Q&A with Chris Cole (January 25, 2023) 

● Kattison Avenue/Katten Kattwalk | Issue 2 (Winter 2023) 

● How DC Consumer Protection Suits May Advance ESG Goals 
(January 11, 2023) 

● Op-ed: Seafood sustainability claims fall under legal scrutiny 
(November 22, 2022) 

● ABA Advertising Claims Substantiation Handbook, Chapter Author 
(October 21, 2022) 

● Precautions For New Wave Of Digital Privacy Class Actions, Law360 
(September 26, 2022) 
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● What 9th Circ.'s CFAA Decision Means For Data Scraping, Law360 
(May 2, 2022) 

Presentations and Events 

● NAD 2026 (September 28-29, 2026) | Co-Presenter | The New ESG: 
Greenhushing, EPR, Paperization, Recyclability, and More 

● Legal Standards for Green Marketing Claims (April 24, 2026) 

● ANA Advertising Law 1-Day Conference (April 23, 2026) 

● ABA Antitrust Law Section Webinar (December 11, 2025) | 
Moderator | Consumer Protection Economics 

● ANA Masters of Advertising Law Conference (November 3–5, 2025) | 
Presenter | Litigation Trends: Is There Any Safe Campaign? 

● National Business Institute Webinar (April 11, 2025) | Co-Presenter | 
Trump's First 100 Days: The Shakeups, Shifts, and What's Next 

● ANA Advertising Law 1-Day Conference (March 26, 2025) | Speaker 
| What to Expect From the FTC Under the New Administration 

● Enforcement Stories: Samuel Levine, FTC Director of Consumer 
Protection Bureau | Presented by the American Bar Association 
(December 17, 2024) | Moderator 

● Katten Ad Chat (December 9, 2024) | Host 

● PFAS-or-Treat: Are PFAS Giving You Nightmares? How to Manage 
PFAS Risk to Sleep Better at Night (October 31, 2024) | Speaker 

● Food and Drug Law Institute's Food Advertising, Labeling, and 
Litigation Conference (September 25, 2024) | Panelist | Navigating 
the Litigation Landscape: Insurance, Mediation, and More 

● Katten Ad Chat (May 7, 2024) 

● 2024 Antitrust Spring Meeting (April 10–12, 2024) | Moderator | 
What's Behind the Rise in ESG Challenges? 

● ANA Advertising Law 1-Day Conference (March 20, 2024) | 
Conference Chair 

● Katten Ad Chat (January 25, 2024) 

● Advertising and Marketing Law Conference (January 18, 2024) | 
Speaker | Understanding the Legal Risks Associated with 
Environmental Marketing: Greenwashing and ESG Claims 

● Latest Transatlantic Developments Webinar: Compliance With and 
Potential Risks of Climate Disclosures for Private and Public 
Companies (December 5, 2023) 
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● ANA Masters of Advertising Law Conference (November 15–17, 
2023) | Panelist | The Most Magical Place on Earth: A Fireside Talk 
With Disney Lawyers 

● Increased Greenwashing Litigation and ESG Claims Backlash: 
Regulatory Update, Recent Class Actions, Mitigating Risk 
(November 7, 2023) | Panelist 

● The National Advertising Division (NAD) Annual Conference 
(September 19–20, 2023) | Panelist | A Fresh Look at Environmental, 
Social, and Corporate Governance (ESG) claims: State of Play & 
New Frontiers 

● 11th Legal, Regulatory & Compliance Forum on Dietary 
Supplements (June 28–29, 2023) | Speaker | Class Action Boot 
Camp: A Comprehensive Guide to Ensuring Class Action 
Preparedness and Devising Tactical Litigation Strategies 

● Client's 2023 Global Legal and Compliance Meeting (June 7, 2023) | 
Presenter | E-Commerce Guidelines 

● Marketing and Advertising Law Webinar (May 17, 2023) | Presenter | 
Greenwashing and the FTC Green Guides 

● Katten Ad Chat (May 10, 2023) 

● Client's 2023 General Counsel's Coordinating Committee Spring 
Meeting (May 3, 2023) | Presenter | FTC Green Guides / Consumer 
Protection 

● The Law of Nature Corporate Roundtable (March 14, 2023) | 
Speaker | The Law of Nature: How companies in the food sector can 
anticipate and respond to rising legal, regulatory and investment 
risks in the supply chain 

● 6th Annual Legal, Regulatory, and Compliance Forum on Advertising 
Claims Substantiation (February 9–10, 2023) 

● Brand Activation Legal Committee Meeting (November 17, 2022) 

● Defense Bar Food Litigation Forum (November 13–15, 2022) | 
Speaker | The Troubling Evolution of Greenwashing: How to Avoid 
Costly Litigation and Consumer Backlash 

● Institute for Perception, Advertising Claims Support Three-Day 
Course, Faculty (2010-Present) 

● Food and Drug Law Institute, Food Advertising, Labeling, and 
Litigation Conference, "Litigation and Standards for Environmental, 
Social, and Governance (ESG) Claims," Panelist (September 28, 
2022) 
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