Katten

50 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10020-1605
+1.212.940.8800 tel
katten.com

For Immediate Release
February 7, 2025
Contact: Jackie Heard
+1.312.902.5450
jackie.heard@katten.com

Leonor Vivanco-Prengaman
+1.312.577.8371
Leonor.vivanco-prengaman(@katten.com

Katten Commemorates International Holocaust Remembrance Day

(NEW YORK) Katten announced that the firm observed International Holocaust Remembrance
Day on January 28 by hosting Holocaust survivor Ernest “Ernie” Brod as part of its Perspectives
Speaker Series.

“This day encourages global reflection on the importance of human rights worldwide and the
commitment to never forget and to never allow such atrocities to happen again. Today, Ernie

stands as a testament to the courage, resilience and strength his family showed in the face of such
immense adversity,” said Susan Light, a partner and chair of Katten’s Jewish Cultural Affinity
Group.

Light welcomed Brod as a guest speaker to commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, honoring victims and paying tribute to survivors.

“I hope some benefit people are getting from me telling the story is the understanding that there
was such a thing as the Holocaust, and it came out of hatred, prejudice and discrimination, and
those kinds of things have consequences, and people need to know enough history to understand
what those consequences have been and can be,” said Brod, now 86.

Brod shared his story of survival, which began in Austria a few weeks after the Nazi invasion in
1938. While his father was arrested and died in prison, Brod and his mother were able to avoid a
concentration camp and overcome bureaucratic hurdles to escape to Portugal before finding
refuge in New York. As a baby, he was separated from his 4-year-old elder brother, who was
sent on a Kindertransport — an organized effort to rescue and relocate children from Nazi-
controlled territories — to England for safety.

“We don’t get to choose where and when we’re born. If we did, no Jewish child would have
wanted to be born in Vienna, Austria, in April 1938. It has to be one of the worst times in
history,” Brod said.
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Brod later reunited with his brother, received his undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia
University, and built a successful career as a corporate investigator. He recently celebrated his
brother’s 90th birthday, reflecting on the “many miracles” in their journey.

Brod is a member of the Speakers Bureau at the Museum of Jewish Heritage (MJH) - A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust, located in New York City. MJH’s Speakers Bureau is comprised of
Holocaust survivors, World War Il veterans, and descendants of survivors who speak to students
and visitors about their or their family’s experiences during the Holocaust. In 2024, 13,000
people heard testimony from members of MJH’s Speakers Bureau.

The January 28 hybrid in-person and Zoom event kicked off the new season of Katten’s
Perspectives Speaker Series, a program designed to increase cultural awareness, broaden
perspectives and inspire dialogue across the firm community on topics ranging fromrace, history
and legislation to best practices regarding inclusion.

Katten is a full-service law firm with approximately 700 attorneys in locations across the United
States and in London and Shanghai. Clients seeking sophisticated, high-value legal services turn
to Katten for counsel locally, nationally and internationally. The firm’s core areas of practice
include corporate, financial markets and funds, insolvency and restructuring, intellectual
property, litigation, real estate, structured finance and securitization, transactional tax planning,
private credit and private wealth. Katten represents public and private companies in numerous
industries, as well as a number of government and nonprofit organizations and individuals. For
more information, visit katten.com.
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