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artner
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nathan.smith@katten.co.uk

With more than 20 years of experience, Nathan Smith's
practice focuses on all aspects of soft intellectual property
and the protection, exploitation, monetization and
enforcement of his clients' rights worldwide. His diverse client
base covers a range of industries, including technology,
financial services, telecommunications, fashion,
entertainment, retail and life sciences.

On the noncontentious side, Nathan advises public and private
companies on global trademark clearance and provides trademark,
copyright and design right counseling. He conducts multinational
searches to advise on the availability of proposed brand names and works
to secure necessary rights around the world

Nathan also has a wealth of experience advising on the acquisition, sale
and licensing of intellectual property and technology assets, including the
structuring, drafting and negotiating of international and domestic strategic
licenses, joint ventures, franchise agreements, supply and distribution and
sponsorship agreements. Additionally, Nathan advises clients on the IP
and technology aspects of corporate transactions. He also represents
clients in the life sciences industry in complex collaborations and licensing
transactions.

In his contentious practice, Nathan is a tenacious advocate for his client's
global IP rights. He has extensive experience in domestic and
international IP and commercial litigation and arbitration, including
numerous high-profile cases before the UK Supreme Court and the Court
of Justice of the European Union. He also has a long history of success in
contentious actions before the UK Intellectual Property Office, the
European Union Intellectual Property Office and in many domain name
disputes before Nominet, Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN) and other domain name bodies.

London Office | +44 (0) 20 7770 5237

Practices

« Artificial Intelligence

° Corporate

° Intellectual Property

° Intellectual Property Litigation

o International Arbitration

° Trademark Licensing and Strategy

»  Trademarks and Trademark Litigation
Industries

o Entertainment and Media

° Fashion, Retail, Luxury and Beauty
o Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences
° Sports and Sports Facilities

e  Technology
Education

° LLB, University of Sheffield, Law

° PGDip, University of Bristol
Bar Admissions

° England and Wales
Community Involvements

° International Trademark Association

° Pharmaceutical Trade Marks Group
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Commercially sophisticated counsel with a personable touch

Prior to joining Katten, Nathan worked at another global law firm. His
proven track record, combined with his highly responsive and personable
approach to client service, has earned him recognition as a leading
practitioner in World IP Review's UK Trade Mark Rankings and Managing
Intellectual Property's list of IP Stars. He provides innovative solutions to
help his clients achieve their objectives through a combination of legal
knowledge and commercial insight. With his comprehensive skill set,
Nathan is a long-term trusted advisor to his clients.

Representative Experience

Representative Contentious Experience

Represented the corporate owner of one of the world's leading
fashion brands in a trademark ownership and infringement dispute
between its shareholders.*

Represented a well-known British retailer in successful trademark
infringement and passing off proceedings in the Intellectual Property
Enterprise Court.*

Represented a leading regulatory software platformin connection with
a trademark infringement and passing off dispute.”

Represented an international telecommunications company in its
trademark infringement and passing off the case against another
major media company, in the first passing-off case to be heard by the
UK Supreme Court in 30 years.*

Represented an international business in respect of a dispute with the
heirs to the estate of a late-world chef and restauranteur regarding
trademark ownership and use.*

Represented one of the world's leading online fashion retailers, in its
successful defense, before both the High Court and the Court of

Appeal, of trademark infringement cases brought against it by a Swiss
cycling company. The dispute lasted five years and involved satellite
litigation and trademark oppositions globally, including in France,
Hong Kong, the US and Germany.*

Represented a well-known kitchen appliance brand in successfully
defending against a rival's allegations of passing off and trademark
infringement relating to a new food mixer.*

Represented a fashion brand in a successful claim against a
multinational retail chain in the ground-breaking trial in the Irish
Commercial Court concerning design infringement of fashion designs.

katten.com



Nathan Smith

Partner

This was the first time the EU Community Design Regulation has
been litigated in Ireland.*

Represented a foreign exchange company in their successful
trademark infringement and passing off claim against a competitor.*

Represented a Singapore-based beauty and lifestyle company in
defense of a trademark and passing off case brought against it by a
leading UK waxing salon.*

Representative Noncontentious Experience

Represented a leading technology firm in its acquisition of an Al-
powered supply chain intelligence platform.*

Represented a global packaging company in a €2.25 billion
transaction involving the sale of its European tinplate manufacturing
business to an affiliate of a leading private equity firm.*

Represented a premier brand management company on the sale of a
well-known apparel brand.*

Represented a sports company in a strategic merger with an Al sports
technology company in an all-share merger valued at approximately
US$100 million.*

Represented a prominent telecommunications organization in the sale
of its stake in a European fixed telecommunications operator to
another major telecommunications company. The transaction valued
the target company at approximately €497 million.*

Represented a leading international vodka brand in connection with
its distribution arrangements in the UK.*

Represented a global biopharmaceutical company in respect of its
exclusive in-license, distribution and supply agreements with another
pharmaceutical company for a suite of oncology-related products.*

Represented a digital intelligence company on its cross-border
acquisition of a software company that provides a process intelligence
platform empowering users to understand, optimize and monitor
business processes.*

Represented a software development firm in connection with a
definitive agreement for its acquisition by a private equity firm. The
transaction had an enterprise value of approximately $2 billion.*

Represented a financial institution on the spin-out and sale of its
electronic payments and card services business for US$185 million.*

*Experience prior to Katten
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Recognitions

Recognized or listed in the following:

International Trademark Association (INTA)

o Rising Star, 2024-2025

Managing Intellectual Property

o Notable Practitioner, 2024

World Intellectual Property Review

o Notable Individual, 2024

World Trademark Review 1000

o United Kingdom: England and Wales, 2023-2025

News

Katten Named to The Fashion Law 2025 List of Top US Law Firms for
Retail Companies (March 12, 2025)

Katten IP Practice Receives Acclaim in World Trademark Review
1000, 2025 (February 3, 2025)

'Top-tier' trademark counsel joins Katten's London office | World IP
Review (January 27, 2025)

Katten Lands Intellectual Property Partner Nathan Smith in London |
European Business Magazine (January 21, 2025)

Katten Lands Intellectual Property Partner Nathan Smith in London |
PR Newswire (January 21, 2025)

Katten Lands Intellectual Property Partner Nathan Smith in London
(January 20, 2025)

Katten Recruits IP_Attorney Nathan Smith From Dechert as Partner |
Bloomberg Law (January 20, 2025)

Katten Strengthens London IP Practice with Addition of Nathan Smith
| Solicitors Journal (January 20, 2025)

Katten lands intellectual property partner Nathan Smith in London |
Trademark Lawyer Magazine (January 20, 2025)

Katten swipes Dechert IP partner | Global Legal Group (January 20,
2025)

How biotech brands are battling COVID counterfeits | Manaqging IP
(February 4, 2021)
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https://www.worldipreview.com/careers/top-tier-trademark-counsel-joins-kattens-london-office
https://www.worldipreview.com/careers/top-tier-trademark-counsel-joins-kattens-london-office
https://europeanbusinessmagazine.com/european-business-cision-daily-news/?filter=20866&rkey=20250121EN00915
https://europeanbusinessmagazine.com/european-business-cision-daily-news/?filter=20866&rkey=20250121EN00915
https://www.thedevondaily.co.uk/pr-newswire?filter=20823&rkey=20250121EN00915
https://www.thedevondaily.co.uk/pr-newswire?filter=20823&rkey=20250121EN00915
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-practice/katten-recruits-ip-attorney-nathan-smith-from-dechert-as-partner-70
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/business-and-practice/katten-recruits-ip-attorney-nathan-smith-from-dechert-as-partner-70
https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/sjarticle/katten-strengthens-london-ip-practice-with-addition-of-nathan-smith
https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/sjarticle/katten-strengthens-london-ip-practice-with-addition-of-nathan-smith
https://trademarklawyermagazine.com/katten-lands-intellectual-property-partner-nathan-smith-in-london/
https://trademarklawyermagazine.com/katten-lands-intellectual-property-partner-nathan-smith-in-london/
https://www.globallegalinsights.com/news/katten-swipes-dechert-ip-partner/
https://www.managingip.com/article/2a5cy9i4u1e0ica3ypds0/how-biotech-brands-are-battling-covid-counterfeits
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Publications

e Get to Know: London Partner Nathan Smith (Winter 2025)
e The Katten Kattwalk/Kattison Avenue | Issue 4 (Winter 2025)

e CJEU upholds Country-of-Origin principle for online intermediaries |

Solicitors Journal (August 26, 2024)

e Lessons from the pandemic: how to blend old with new in client
service | Reuters (September 7, 2021)
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https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/sjarticle/cjeu-upholds-countryoforigin-principle-for-online-intermediaries
https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/sjarticle/cjeu-upholds-countryoforigin-principle-for-online-intermediaries
https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/lessons-pandemic-how-blend-old-with-new-client-service-2021-09-07/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/lessons-pandemic-how-blend-old-with-new-client-service-2021-09-07/
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